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Ensuring safety in 
transportation
Guide to Carriage of Dangerous Goods Directive (2008/68/EU) 
(CDG), ADR, and RID compliance for safer deliveries.

Carriage of Dangerous Goods Directive 
(2008/68/EU)
The Carriage of Dangerous Goods Directive (2008/68/EU) establishes a 
harmonized legal framework across the European Union for the safe 
transportation of dangerous goods by road, rail, and inland waterways.
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Key elements 
of ADR and RID

Both agreements apply to hazardous substances such as 
explosives, flammable liquids, gases, toxic materials, radioactive 
substances, and corrosive chemicals.

Both the ADR and RID are used to meet Transportable Pressure 
Equipment (TPED) Directive 2010/35/EU and UK TPE.

ADR 

Applies to the carriage 
of dangerous goods  
by road within Europe 
and includes both  
intra-country and 
cross-border transport.

For road transport, 
compliance with ADR 
regulations is 
mandatory, ensuring 
that the equipment 
meets safety, 
inspection, and 
certification standards.

Road transport involves 
frequent stops, multiple 
handlings, and a 
greater potential for 
accidents, so there is a 
strong focus on vehicle 
safety, driver training, 
and securing goods 
against movement 
during transit.

RID

Governs the carriage of 
dangerous goods by rail 
within European and 
some neighboring 
countries, covering 
railways that cross 
national borders.

For rail transport, 
adherence to RID 
regulations is required, 
with provisions for the 
proper handling, 
labeling, and 
maintenance of 
pressure equipment 
during transit.

Rail transport typically 
involves long, 
uninterrupted journeys 
and larger volumes of 
dangerous goods, so 
RID places an emphasis 
on wagon design, 
maintaining 
infrastructure integrity, 
and minimizing the risk 
of leaks or spills over 
long distances.

ADR

RID
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Requirements for compliance

Packaging and marking requirements

ADR and RID both set strict guidelines for the packaging, 
marking, and labeling of dangerous goods. Packaging must 
be robust and appropriate for the type of substance to 
prevent leaks, spills, or reactions.

Packages must be clearly labeled with hazard symbols, 
identification numbers, and instructions for handling, to 
ensure that handlers and emergency responders can 
quickly identify the nature of the goods. 

Documentation and responsibilities

Both ADR and RID require that every consignment of 
dangerous goods be accompanied by appropriate 
documentation. This includes a transport document 
detailing the nature of the dangerous goods (name, class, 
UN number, etc.), and safety instructions and emergency 
contact details for the driver or rail operator.

Responsibility lies with consignors, carriers, and consignees 
to ensure the safe loading, transit, and unloading of 
hazardous materials. They must also comply with all 
packaging, labeling, and documentation requirements.

HSB, as an inspection body, is a crucial entity required to 
ensure that transportable pressure equipment meets the 
safety standards set by the ADR and RID regulations. Their 
role is to assess, inspect, and certify that the equipment is 
suitable for the transport of hazardous materials/dangerous 
goods and complies with all regulatory requirements.

HSB scope 

The ADR and RID regulations are vital components in the 
safe and efficient transport of dangerous goods across 
Europe. By maintaining a unified legal framework, they 
protect public safety, prevent environmental damage, and 
ensure that hazardous materials are handled in compliance 
with the highest standards.

Full services

New construction

	Pressure Receptacles/Cylinders (6.2)
	Portable Tanks (6.7)
	UN MEGC (6.7.5) and MEGC (6.8)
	Tank Containers (6.8) 

−	New Type Approval Certificate  
(Type examination and approval certificate)

−		Supervision of manufacture
−		Initial inspection and test
−	Surveillance of applicant’s in-house inspection service
−	Reassessment of conformity

In-service inspection

	Pressure Receptacles/Cylinders (6.2)
	Portable Tanks (6.7)
	UN MEGC (6.7.5) and MEGC (6.8)
	Tank Containers (6.8)

−	Periodic Inspection
−	Intermediate Inspection
−	Exceptional Check/Inspection

Why choose HSB? 
The ADR and RID regulations are vital components in the safe and 
efficient transport of dangerous goods across Europe. By maintaining  
a unified legal framework, they protect public safety, prevent 
environmental damage, and ensure that hazardous materials are 
handled in compliance with the highest standards.

Ensure your business is fully compliant with ADR and RID regulations. 
Stay ahead of safety standards and protect your operations by 
partnering with us for all your dangerous goods transportation needs. 
For expert advice, training, and assistance in implementing safe 
transport solutions for dangerous goods, contact our team today.
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Beyond CDG, ADR, and RID 
HSB’s expertise extends to TPED/UK TPE, and DOT 
certifications, ensuring safe transportation across  
various modes:

−	TPED/UK TPE: For containers transporting class 2 gases.

−	DOT approvals: For transport within the United States.

−	IMDG code compliance: For maritime transport of 
dangerous goods.

−	CSC inspections: To meet International Convention for 
Safe Containers standards.

−	TIR customs seal approval: Global customs passport for 
containers and vessels. 

Benefits of compliance
−		Enhanced safety: Reduced risk of accidents and 

environmental hazards during transportation.

−		Harmonization across borders: Simplified transport 
processes that reduce administrative barriers within the 
UN and the EU.

−		Reputation and legal compliance: Companies benefit 
from an enhanced reputation for safety, reducing legal 
liabilities associated with non-compliance.

Connect with our 
experts 

Let HSB guide you through the 
certification process with expert 
support tailored to your needs. 
Contact us today!

GetInfo@hsb.com

1 (800) 417-3421


