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10-year average of the 
first six months in the 

period 1999-2008 

Number of events 380 400 

Overall losses (US$m) 25,000 42,000 

Insured losses (US$m) 11,000 10,000 

Fatalities 3,000 24,000 

 
The five largest natural catastrophes in the first six months of 2009 
Ranking by overall losses 

Date Country/Region Event Fatalities Overall 
losses  
US$m 

Insured 
losses 
US$m 

23−25.1.2009 Europe Winter Storm Klaus 26 3,800 2,300 

6.4.2009 Italy Earthquake 295 2,500 260 

10−13.2.2009 USA Severe storms, 
tornadoes 

15 2,000 1,350 

9−11.4.2009 USA Severe storms, 
tornadoes 

9 1,500 990 

7−28.2.2009 Australia Wildfires 173 1,300 770 

 
Ranking by insured losses 

Date Country/Region Event Fatalities Overall 
losses  
US$m 

Insured 
losses 
US$m 

23−25.1.2009 Europe Winter Storm Klaus 26 3,800 2,300 

10−13.2.2009 USA Severe storms, 
tornadoes 

15 2,000 1,350 

9−11.4.2009 USA Severe storms, 
tornadoes 

9 1,500 990 

10−18.6.2009 USA Severe storms, 
tornadoes 

 1,200 850 

25−26.3.2009 USA Severe storms, 
tornadoes, hail 

 1,200 800 

 
Ranking by number of fatalities 

Date Country/Region Event Fatalities Overall 
losses  
US$m 

Insured 
losses 
US$m 

25−27.5.2009 Bangladesh, India, 
Bhutan 

Cyclone Aila 320   

6.4.2009 Italy Earthquake 295 2,500 260 

7−28.2.2009 Australia Wildfires 173 1,300 770 

April−May 2009 Afghanistan Floods 160 20  

January Europe Cold wave 127   
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